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2000 Health Insurance Survey of North Dakota Farm and Ranch Operators 

What is the current health
insurance situation for North
Dakota’s farmers and ranchers?
How do farm families compare
with the general population in
terms of health insurance? 
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1/  Coverage may not extend to all household members.
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Methods

7KLV�VXUYH\�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�E\
1RUWK� 'DNRWD� $JULFXOWXUDO
6WDWLVWLFV�6HUYLFH��1'$66��DW�WKH
UHTXHVW� RI� WKH� 1RUWK� 'DNRWD
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+HDOWK���5HVSRQVH
WR� WKLV� LQTXLU\�ZDV� YROXQWDU\�� $
UDQGRP�VDPSOH�RI������IDUP�DQG
UDQFK� RSHUDWRUV� ZHUH� VHOHFWHG
IURP� WKH� XQLYHUVH� RI� DFWLYH
SURGXFHUV� PDLQWDLQHG� E\� WKH
1'$66��$OO� LQGLYLGXDO� UHVSRQVHV
DUH�SURWHFWHG� IURP�GLVFORVXUH�E\
VWDWXWH��� ,QVW UXFW LRQV�WR� WKH
UHVSRQGHQW�VDLG��́ 3OHDVH�UHSRUW�IRU
DOO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�RI
WKH�IDUP�RSHUDWRU�LGHQWLILHG�������'R
QRW� LQFOXGH� RWKHU� KRXVHKROGV
ZKLFK�PD\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH
RSHUDWLRQ�µ� � ,Q� WKLV� PDQQHU� WKH
UHSRUWLQJ�

XQLW� ZDV� UHVWULFWHG� WR� WKH
KRXVHKROG� RI� DFWLYH� IDUP
RSHUDWRUV���7KH�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�ZDV
PDLOHG� RQ� 0DUFK� ���� � ,QFOXGHG
ZDV�D�FRYHU�OHWWHU�IURP�WKH�6WDWH
+HDOWK� 2II LFH� UHTXHVW LQJ
FRRSHUDWLRQ�� DQG� SRVWDJH� SDLG
UHWXUQ�HQYHORSHV���$�WRWDO�RI����
TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�� RU� ��� SHUFHQW�
ZHUH�UHWXUQHG�E\�PDLO�DQG�RQO\��
TXHVWLRQQDLUHV�ZHUH�UHWXUQHG�ZLWK
DQ� XQGHOLYHUDEOH� RU� XQNQRZQ
DGGUHVV��

7HOHSKRQH�IROORZ�XS�EHJDQ�RQ
$SULO� �� DQG� FRQWLQXHG� WKURXJK
$SULO� ���� $� WRWDO� RI� ���� ���
SHUFHQW�� TXHVWLRQQDLUHV� ZHUH
FRPSOHWHG� E\� WHOHSKRQH�� XVLQJ
FRPSXWHU��DVVLVWHG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ
WHFKQLTXHV�

&RPELQLQJ�PDLO�DQG�WHOHSKRQH
UHVSRQVH�� RQO\� ��� ��� SHUFHQW�
UHVSRQGHQWV�UHIXVHG�WR�FRPSOHWH
DQ�LQWHUYLHZ���7KLV�LV�D�UHPDUNDEO\
ORZ� UHIXVDO� UDWH� IRU� D� YROXQWDU\
VXUYH\�� � 7KH� UHVLGXDO� ���
UHVSRQGHQWV� � QRW� WDEXODWHG� DV
FRPSOHWH� RU� UHIXVDO� LQFOXGH
RSHUDWRUV�ZKR�KDYH�OHIW�IDUPLQJ�
DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�ZHUH�LQDFFHVVLEOH
E\� SKRQH� GXULQJ� WKH� GDWD
FROOHFWLRQ�SHULRG�

5HVSRQGHQWV� ZHUH� JLYHQ� WKH
RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� FRPPHQW� RQ
VXUYH\�FRQWHQW���&RPPHQWV�ZHUH
SURPSWHG� ZLWK� WKH� VWDWHPHQW
´VXFK�DV�DYDLODELOLW\��DIIRUGDELOLW\�
FRYHUDJH� RI� \RXU� FXUUHQW� KHDOWK
LQVXUDQFH�µ� � &RPPHQWV� ZHUH
WDEXODWHG� E\� WKH� VXEMHFW� WKH\
DGGUHVVHG�
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HIGH PREMIUMS:  55 percent of all comments (most frequent)
Very concerned about high monthly premiums.  Can’t afford not to carry it, we could lose the farm.

With low farm prices, we will have to cancel our insurance due to the cost.

I have a $1,000 deductible and pay 20 percent of the next $5,000; this costs $500 a month.

We are old and just can’t afford to keep up the premium for the medicare supplement, we don’t know what we’re going to do.

Monthly premiums have more than doubled in two years.  There is no prescription program.  Have to pay $2,000 before insurance
pays 80 percent.  Monthly premiums are too high.

HIGH DEDUCTIBLES: 13 percent of comments
All we have is major medical...can’t afford better coverage.  Our deductible is still $5,000, this is ridiculous.

It’s a problem, with high deductibles we can’t go in for our eyes and ears, or annual checkups.  Can’t pay the premium and the clinic
bill both.

$5,000 deductible and premium is still 3 times the cost of food.

Health insurance never covers anything.  I don’t remember ever reaching our deductible so we always pay out of pocket.

OFF FARM EMPLOYMENT: 11 percent
A farm wife: the only reason I’m working is the insurance and retirement benefits.  It is not for the take home pay.

My husband works off the farm to get us insurance.  He works around the clock between his job and the farm.   What will we do
when he wants to retire?

We’re OK because of wife’s position, but if I had to do this solely from the farm, we would have dropped it.  Neighbors have dropped
because they could not afford it and they have kids.

PLEASED WITH COVERAGE: 5 Percent
Happy with insurance we have.

Just me in the household, I’m pleased with the coverage.

PRESCRIPTION COVERAGE:  4 Percent
Wish Medicare would cover pills.

It takes almost all of my Social Security check to pay for medicine.

NEED FULLY DEDUCTIBLE PREMIUMS:  4 percent
Premiums are too high for the self-employed.  We should be able to deduct her health insurance premiums from taxes.

SAFETY NET ONLY:  3 Percent
I have nursing home insurance.  Health insurance is too expensive.

...have cancer coverage only...

Insurance for major medical only.  Routine physicals and tests for preventative care are not covered.


